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Abstract

The Qur’an provides narratives for multiple purposes, which have been understood
differently in time and among schools of scholarly traditions. These stories impart
moral teachings, hearten the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), and have
engaged scholars into deriving legal, ethical, and spiritual insights throughout the
ages. Though it has attracted a significant scholarly interest, the specific maqasid of
Qur'anic stories have not received substantial scholarly treatment. This study
discusses the Quranic narrative exegetical contributions of Sheikh ‘Abd al-Rahman
al-Sa‘di, among a few scholars who explicitly addressed the Qur'anic objectives of
these narratives. The research first outlines the scholarly profile and main works of
al-Sa‘di, then discusses the concept of maqasid in relation to the Qur’an; definitions,
classifications, and applications. Through evaluation of al-Sa‘di's Works of Taf’sir,
it illustrates his stance that Qur’anic stories are more than historical records, they are
rich in educational and spiritual implications. Al-Sa‘di asserts that these stories exist
to foster a believer's ethical character—namely, trust in God—and offer directions
for well-being in this life and the next. This study will conclude with a synthesis of
major objectives considered by al-Sa‘dT's interpretations.

Keywords: Magasid al-Qur’an, Qur’anic narratives, ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sa‘dj,
Prophets.
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