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ABSTRACT:

This study aims to examine the image of man in the Libyan feminist short story as
perceived by the Libyan writer Sharifa al-Qiyadi in her collection, Hadeer al-Shifah
al-Raqiqa (The Murmur of Tender Lips). The study explores a pivotal stage in which
Libyan women writers began to articulate their own concerns and struggles, following
a previous era where male writers dominated the literary scene, portraying women and
their issues from a male perspective. The collection Hadeer al-Shifah al-Raqiqa was
selected as it represents an early milestone in Libyan women's writing, where they
began to express their pain, inner selves, and emotions, no longer sufficed by the male
narrative. The research is divided into two sections: the first discusses women in the
early stages of the Libyan short story, while the second analyzes the various depictions
of men within this specific collection. Adopting a descriptive-analytical approach
suited to the nature of the study, the research concludes by identifying several
archetypes of male characters drawn by the author. These portrayals often reflect
behavioral flaws such as selfishness, authoritarianism, and exploitation, all of which
negatively impact the social fabric of Libyan society.
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