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The Theory of Sarfah According to Miraculousness (I’jaz) Scholars
Al-Khattabi, AlI-Rummani, and Al-Razi as a Case Study
A Critical Analytical Study"

Diya al-Din Jamal Hammad
Sayyid Muhammad bin Ali al-Sanusi Islamic University — Faculty of the Holy Qur'an

KEYWORDS: ABSTRACT:

"Al-Sarfa,  scholars, al-i'jaz This study addresses "Al-Sarfah" (Divine deflection) as a prominent controversy in Quranic
(inimitability), Al-Khattabi, Al- inimitability (/jaz) and investigates its impact. It aims to uncover the epistemological grounding
Rummani." and theoretical synthesis of this issue by analyzing the stances of three classical scholars: Al-

Khattabi, Al-Rummani, and Fakhr al-Din al-Razi. The study adopts a critical analytical
methodology to examine their texts and evaluate their arguments.The findings reflect the
richness of Arabic critical thought through varied scholastic results. Al-Khattabi completely
rejected A/-Sarfah, relying on the verses of challenge (Ayat al-Tahaddi) to assert that
inimitability is intrinsic to the supernatural Quranic structural composition (A/-Nazm).
Conversely, Al-Rummani embraced A/-Sarfah as a facet of Ijaz, attributing it to the deflection
of human motives from undertaking opposition, while simultaneously maintaining that the
Quran is inimitable in its eloquence and composition. Meanwhile, Fakhr al-Din al-Razi pursued
a rigorous rational path, refuting Al-Nazzam's view of A/-Sarfah from three distinct angles; he
proved that the awe and incapacity of Arab rhetoricians stemmed from the Quran's inherent
eloquence, not from a deprivation of faculties or knowledge. The study recommends deepening
research into classical heritage and critical issues like A/-Sarfah to further elucidate Quranic
eloquence and compositional excellence.
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